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EDITORIAL

CSRTI-Berhampore under the aegis of
Central Silk Board is the only mulberry
sericulture research institute in Eastern & North
-Eastern region. It is rendering service since 80
years and developed a good number of
improved  silkworm  breeds/hybrids,  high
yielding mulberry varieties, demonstrating the
recent developed technologies related to
mulberry cultivation, silkworm rearing & crop
! protection through ECPs, and providing
guidelines to sericulture farmers covering 13

A -~
states through its nested units ( 3 RSRSs & 9 RECs) in the region.
Popularization of 12Y x BFC1 is under progress. Rearing of P1 dfls of
12Y and BFC1 in every seed crop at adopted seed rearers’ are being
confirmed. During Feb-Mar., 2023, about 12,000 dfls of 12Y x BFC1
were supplied to DHHS Tripura (prepared by NSSO). Efforts were
undertaken to promote bivoltine in 8 mega clusters (Malda and
Murshidabad in West Bengal; Manipur-Plain and Manipur-Hill; Assam-
Lower and Assam-Upper; Aizwal in Mizoram; West Tripura).

During the period, the institute concluded one mulberry project
which recommended a new mulberry genotype, C-9 with higher mean
seasonal leaf productivity (12%) over the running cultivar C-2038
under rainfed red laterite soils. Two candidate genes MLO2 and
MLOG6A have been identified which are involved in powdery mildew
susceptibility that would be exploited for development of mildew
resistant mulberry varieties.

Two chawki rearing centers (CRCs) in Murshidabad district
established as seri-business enterprises have yielded cocoon of about
50 kg/ 100 dfls to the beneficiary whereas 42 kg to non-beneficiary,
with a significant yield benefit of about 8 kg/ 100dfls.

Through extension machinery, 53 Extension Communication
programmes viz., 3 RKMs, 1 Farmer Meet through VC, 2 Technical
Workshops, Field days, Aw. Prog. and TD were conducted and
sensitized more than 4000 farmers / seri-stakeholders.

Under CBT programme, the institute trained 10 scientists of KVKs,
39 personnels were trained under MDP programme, 51 CSB/ DoS
officials were given refresher training, about 100 farmers were
sensitized under FST/ Exposure visit; 930 personnels were sensitized
through Non-CBT fund during this tenure.
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SERI — FARMERS' MEET

CSRTI Berhampore organised a Seri-farmers meet through
Video Conference on 18t May, 2023. Dr. Chirantan Chattopadhyay,
Chairman RAC chaired the occasion. Dr. Kishor Kumar, C.M., the
Director of CSRTI Berhampore, Dr. Gandhi Doss, Director CSRTI,
Mysore, Dr. Bhatia, Director, CSRTI Pampore, Scientists from RCS
Section, Scientists of RSRS- Salem, Ananthapur, Kalimpong and from
REC Aizawl, Mizoram and Seri-farmers of West Bengal, Jammu &
Kashmir, Tripura, Mizoram, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh participated in the meet either offline/ virtual mode.

Dr. G. Srinivasa, Sci-D welcomed all the participants and
mentioned that the meet is planned to bring the Scientists, Farmers
and planners on one platform to exchange the views of farmers on
their sericulture practices through interaction and also to come out
with solution for problems encountered by them.

Four farmers from Murshidabad (West Bengal) participated in the
meet in off line mode and two each from RSRS Kalimpong (North
Bengal), REC Aizawl (Mizoram) and REC Tripura (Agartala) in virtual
mode assisted by respective Scientists of CSB units located in these
areas. The Seri-farmers during their discussion briefed some of the
technologies/practices adopted by them. Dr. Chirantan Chattopadhyay,
expressed his happiness and thanked farmers and Scientists for active
interaction with each other in the meet. He suggested some steps to
be taken care of for upliftment of sericulture —

v' There is a need for announcing Minimum Support Price (MSP) for
Cocoon and rate fixation based on quality.

v' The cocoon markets have to be organized and regulations have to
be introduced especially in North west, West Bengal and North east
India.

v' The Chawki rearing concept has to be encouraged on commercial
basis.

v Dynamic and scientific cocoon pricing system to be introduced.

v Post cocoon activities in general and Reeling activity in particular,
may be improved by introducing modern reeling equipment

v' Government schemes should be made available to provide rearing
infrastructure such as rearing house and rearing equipment to
farmers for better technology adoption where it is lacking.

v Promote organic farming and growing green manuring crops in
between mulberry rows.

v Popularize Farm Producer Organizations (FPO) and Self-Help Group
(SHG) concept for better farmer-to-farmer dissemination of
technology.

The scientists working in CSB units of the above states helped in
translating farmers' opinions into local languages. The meet ended
with Vote of Thanks.
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RKM- 2023 (CSRTI-Berhampore )

CSRTI-Berhampore organised RKM-2023 at Rabindra Sadan,
Berhampore, Murshidabad on 01.02.2023. At the premises, an

Exhibition Stall” was demonstrated to acquaint the mulberry
sericulture farmers with the latest technologies developed by CSRTI-
Berhampore. It was inaugurated by Shri Rajarshi Mitra, the Hon'ble
District Magistrate, Murshidabad and Smt. Sujata Banerjee, Principal,
Krishnath College, Berhampore and Dr.
CSR&TI- Berhampore.

Kishor Kumar, C.M., Director

The main programme was inaugurated with National Song -
“Bandemataram”. This session was presided over by the Hon'ble DM,
Shri Rajarshi Mitra. The other distinguished guests of Honours present
on this occasion were Dr. Sujan Biswas, Senior Scientist, KVK, ICAR,
Shri A. K. Sarkar, GM, NABARD, Shri Subrata Maitra, MLA, Berhampore
Assembly and Shri Surojit Chowdhury, Rep. Commissioner, DoS, West
Bengal.

Following Five (05) booklets /pamphlets/ Manuals were
released on the occasion for the benefit of the stakeholders.

0 Handbook on commercial chawki rearing in West Bengal.

O Pachimbange banijyik chaaki palu palan — ekti pustikaa.

O GANGA — Powdery Mildew Resistant Mulberry Variety for irrigated &
rainfed condition

O RATNA — Mulberry Variety for red laterite soils and low input
condition

Q Mulberry cultivation Technology for chawki garden.

Eleven (11) best farmers selected from the different districts of
West Bengal for their outstanding achievements in cocoon production
during the previous year, were awarded with certificate and token gift.
Among them, three award winning farmers shared their experiences
and efforts behind the success.

About 10 media personalities, belonging to Government and
Public televisions, radio, newspapers, magazines, etc. covered the
programme and telecasted in their own channel and printed in
newspaper. About 500 participants comprising of sericulture
stakeholders from Birbhum, Nadia and Murshidabad districts of West
Bengal, officers’ & officials of DoS, West Bengal and Scientists &
technical officials actively participated in the Mela. The Mela ended with
Vote of Thanks.
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RKM- 2023 (RSRS-KPG)

RSRS-KPG organized Resham Krishi Mela at Officers Club,
Namchi, Sikkim on 07.02.2023. Mela was inaguarated by lighting the
lamp by the Chief Guest. A pamphlet on “Late age Silkworm
Rearing” in Nepali Vernacular language was released by Dr. Kishor
Kumar, C.M., Director CSR&TI Berhampore.

An eloquent speech was given by the Guest of Honour, Mrs.
Srijana Chettri, DFO, (Sericulture), Dept. of Forest and Envi., Govt. of
Sikkim. She briefly explained about the role of women Sericulture
farmers in strengthening the sericulture in hilly region of Sikkim.

The Chief Guest, I.P. Shivkoti, Sr. Scientist & Head, KVK,
Namthang, briefed about role of KVK in expanding the Sericulture in
South Sikkim.

The final speech was given by the president Dr. Kishor Kumar,
Director, CSR&TI, Berhampore where in stressed the importance of
bivoltine silkworm and new mulberry Variety TR-23, which is especially
suitable for hilly region and Technical interaction among the farmers
and scientists was organized.

The powerpoint presentation on mulberry and silkworm pest and
disease was done by Dr. K. Suresh, Sci-C and Dr. Mihir Rabha, Sci-C,
CSR&TI, Berhampore. About 170 participants comprising of sericulture
stakeholders from Kalimpong and Sikkim attended mela. The
programme come to an end by reciting the National Anthem.

RKM- 2023 (RSRS-KPT)

RSRS-Koraput (Odisha) organized a Resham Krishi Mela on 8t
February, 2023 at Koraput Auditorium. Shri Abdaal M. Akhtar, IAS,
Collector & District Magistrate, was the Chief Guest on the occasion
and he urged the farmers for the expansion of sericulture to have a
better livelihood. Dr. G. Srinivasa, Sci-D and Dr Deepika, K.U., Sci-C
from CSR&TI-Berhampore graced the occasion. Representative from
Directorate of Sericulture, Govt. of Odisha was the Guest of Honour.
About 200 participants comprising of sericulture stakeholders from
Koraput and attached districts attended the mela. Dr. Dip Kumar
Gogoi, Sci-D & In-charge, RSRS-Koraput thanked all the stakeholders,
media personalities and all other participants for their valuable
presence to make the RKM successful.
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INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY

CSR&TI, Berhampore celebrated International Yoga Day on 21st
June, 2023 in the Auditorium of the institute with the theme of 'Yoga
for Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' or 'Yoga for the welfare of all as one
world-one family,' and with the motive of spreading awareness about
the Vedic practice, yoga and meditation. Shri Anup Kr. RoyChowdhury,
Yoga Teacher, Berhampore mentored the session and enlightened all
with the words "Yoga means — addition of energy, strength and beauty
to body, mind and soul.” All the nested units of CSRTI- Berhampore
also celebrated this with much enthusiasm and glory.
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REC-Agartala has undertaken one Chawki Rearing Center (CRC)
under the programme : Popularizarion of CRC during Spring crop 2023
at the rearing house of Shri Balaram Debbarma, Belbari RD Block during
Spring crop, 2023. Hatching percentage of silkworm larvae was
recorded 92% and missing larvae was 4%, unequal larva was 1% and
larval growth was 2.5 g /100 silkworms during chawki rearing.

Under the programme : Popularizarion of Shoot rearing during
Spring crop, 2023, distributed 15 shoot rearing racks to 15 rearers.
Cocoon vyield recorded was 45 kg / 100 dfls for the adopted rearers
while 43 kg / 100 dfls for control rearers & shell % was 20.13 and
20.00, respectively.

AWARENESS PROGRAMME

REC, Sille conducted an Awareness Programme at State
Sericulture Office, Pasighat on 13t Jan., 2023. Shri Probal
Bhattacharjee, ADTH, Handloom and Textiles, Govt. of Arunachal
Pradesh presided over as Chairperson. About 50 farmers of East Siang
District, Pasighat attended. Shri Lohit Sonowal, Sci-C & In-charge of
REC extended warm welcome to all the participants and explained the
purpose of organizing the programme. He elaborated all the
advancement of Scientific Technologies of Mulberry Sericulture
developed from CSR&TI, Berhampore, West Bengal. He also assured
the farmers for more technical support. Programme ended with vote of
thanks by Shri Subedar Pertin, STA.

ECPs (RSRS-KPT)

RSRS-Koraput, Odisha conducted 05 (Five) days Farmers Skill
Training Programme (FST) with 25 farmers on “Chawki & Late Age
Rearing Technology” w.e.f. 27.02.2023 to 03.03.2023 in the unit.
ADS, Koraput, ITDA nominated & sponsored the farmers.

The unit organized an exposure visit of 25 farmers to Bastar,
Lohundiguda areas of Chhattisgarh w.e.f. 20.02.2023 to 23.02.2023.
Two Farmers’ Field Day were also organised at Ramgiri (10.01.2023)
and Chhatisgarh (01.03.2023). About 128 farmers attended the
programmes.

One exposure visit to Dubey Umargaoun Jadgalpur with 25 farmers
were conducted by this unit.
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TRAINING PROG. (CSRTI-Berhampore)

CSRTI-Berhampore conducted 05 (five) days residential
training to seed farmers under the research project entitled,
“Improvement of Seed Crop Productivity in West Bengal”
from 20t March to 24t March, 2023 at the institute. Officers of DoS,
W.B. and scientists of this institute have taken the classes. Adopted
farmers from Nadia and Murshidabad districts attended the training.

Another 05 (five) days residential training programme was
organized at RSRS, Kalimpong in collaboration with DoS (W.B.) and
NSSO under the same project during 19 to 23 June, 2023. The
seed farmers were given hands on training on Bivoltine sericulture by
the Scientists of CSR&TI, Berhampore and from DoS (W.B.). Total 30
sericulture farmers attended the training programme.
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EXHIBITION (CSRTI-Berhampore) i

CSRTI-Berhampore participated with its exhibition stall at Krishi
Samriddhi Mela cum National Seminar held during 12t to 16t
January, 2023 at Ramkrishna Mission Ashram, Sargachhi,
Murshidabad, West Bengal. This Institute organised an exhibition stall
to demonstrate the latest technologies of mulberry sericulture
developed from this institute. The latest technologies involved in
mulberry plantation, different stages of silkworm larvae and its
nurturing method and cocoon reeling procedure were displayed. The
spectators, students and dignitaries were well enthusiastic to visit our
exhibition stall. It was also showcased the handicraft materials made
from the pierced cocoons. At least 330 spectators visited the stalls
and gave their valuable comments in Visitors’ Book.
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Name of the farmer:

Shri C. Lalruatkima

Fathers Name: Shri C. Ralliana
i Age: 50 Years

Educational Qualification: B.A.
Address: Saitual, Mizoram
Contact Number: 9862053130

C. Lalruatkima is 50 years old residing at Saitual along with his
6 family member and has 5 acres of land at the outskirts of Saitual. He
started mulberry plantation during the year 2003 with only 3500
mulberry saplings and started silkworm rearing during 2005 with 50
dfls and now 4 persons of his family are involved in mulberry
sericulture. He was motivated in sericulture getting the training from
Central Silk Board and from Mizoram State Dept. of Sericulture. He is
one of the best farmers in Mizoram and first among a few to practiced
shoot rearing technology in the last year. He was awarded National
Level Best Achiever Award in 2018 in sericulture. C. Lalruatkima reared
mostly Bi x Bi and harvested good quality of cocoons. From his
earnings through Sericulture, he bought Maruti 800 (Second hand),
Mahindra Pick-up (Second hand), Refrigerator 2 nos., constructed 2
separate houses and renovated their living house. He has 5 goats, 2
cows for milk, solar battery charger, etc. Now he has more than 15000
mulberry plants in his 5 acres of land and rearing capacity of about
600-1000 dfls/ year. He is harvesting 250 kg to 400 kg of cocoon in a
year. His earning is Rs.90,000.00 to Rs. 1,54,000.00 in a year.
Besides, from his income through sericulture, he also cultivated
banana, tomatoes and other leguminous plants which boost his yearly
income.

No. of
No. of crops
reared
[- 2020 280 kg 98000
FI 2021 5 800 350 kg 122500
ER 2022 5 1000 440 kg 154400

ARTICLES FOR NEWS & VIEWS

Director, CSRTI-Berhampore publishes half-yearly News Bulletin regularly on
promising research findings, ToT, Field Trials, Demonstrations, Farmers’ Day,
Training Programmes and other important events. Officers and Staff working
at main institute, RSRSs and RECs of Eastern & North Eastern states are
requested to communicate articles to Director, CSRTI-Berhampore, West
Bengal for publication.
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Scientists Participation

Attended National Seminar on “Evolving Extension Science
towards Secondary Agriculture for Sustainable Development”
organised by ISEFE in association with ICAR, New Delhi during 22" to
24" June, 2023 at University of Agricultural Sciences, Bengaluru:-

Q Dr. Parameshwar Naik, Sci-C, CSRTI-Berhampore.

Attended "Hands on training programme on e-SubMIS Web
Portal of CSB "held on 24" April, 2023 at CSB, Bengaluru: -

Q Dr. Parameshwar Naik, Sci-C, CSRTI-Berhampore.

Q Dr. K. Rahul, Sci-C, CSRTI-Berhampore.

Attended 37 Scientific Advisory Committee Meeting held on
28" Feb.,, 2023 at 11:00 AM in Dhaanyaganga KVK (Murshidabad
Additional).

Q Dr. Dipesh Pandit, Sci-D, CSRTI-Berhampore.

R & D REVIEW MEETINGS

QO 56™ meeting of the RAC of CSRTI-Berhampore was held during
17t & 18t January 2023.

O 63 meeting of Research Council of CSRTI-Berhampore was held
on 14t February, 2023.

O IBSC Meeting was held on 8™ June, 2023 at CSRTI Berhampore.
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SWACHATA PAKHWADA

CSRTI, Berhampore celebrated 15 days Swachata Pakhwada
during 1st to 15% March, 2023. The following are the highlights of the
programme.

Q 1st March, 2023: Inauguration and taking of Mass pledge for a clean
India by all the staffs, scientists, students of the institution.

Q 10t March, 2023: An Awareness campaign was undertaken at
Sagarpara Sericulture (seed) village under Swachata programme.

Q In its’ valedictory session, Dr. Sujata Bagchi Banerjee, Principal
K.N.College, Berhampore, Murshidabad was the Chief Guest.
Review of all activities undertaken on Swachhata Pakhwada period,
Prize distribution, Documentation of activities carried out during
Swachhata Pakhwada. Entertainment by PGDS students were
covered in that function. All Scientists, Officers, staffs, students,
JRFs, PAs and TSFWs attended the function.
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